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and contentions, which envy and jealousy, the two great
enemies of devotees, not unfrequently excite. When a
Talapoin is accused of incontinence or other serious in-
fringement of the vital rules of the profession, he is sum-
moned to the tribunal of the Tsaya-dau, who, assisted and
advised by some elders, examines the case and pronounces
the sentence. Superior intellectual attainments do not
appear to be the essential qualifications for obtaining this
high dignity. The writer has met with two or three of
these dignitaries who, in his opinion, were vastly inferior
to many of their subordinates in talents and capacity.
They were old and good-natured men, who had spent
almost all their lives within the precincts of the monas-
tery. Their dress, manners, and habits were entirely
similar to those of their brethren of inferior grade.

In the capital, or its suburbs, of the kingdom of Ava,
where is the keystone of the Talapoinic fabric, the su-pc-r-
latively great master resides. His jurisdiction extends
over all the fraternity within the realm of his Burmese
majesty. His position near the seat of government, and
his capacity of king's master or teacher, must have at all
times conferred upon him a very great degree of influence
over all his subordinates. He is honoured with the emi-
nent title of Tha-tluwia-painfj, meaning that he has power
and control over all that appertains to religion. It does
not appear that peculiarly shining qualifications or high
attainments are required in him who is honoured with such
a dignity. The mere accidental circumstance of having
been the king's instructor when lie was as yet a youth is
a sufficient, nay, the only necessary recommendation for
the promotion to such a high position. Hence it gene-
rally happens that each king, at his accession to the
throne, confers the highest dignity of the order on his
favourite Phongyie. In that case the actual incumbent
has to resign the place to his more influential brother, and
becomes an ordinary member of the fraternity, unless lie
prefers leaving the society altogether, and re-entering the